
“Do not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and leave a trail” 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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It’s Christmas time!
Students are gearing up for 
Christmas time. Whether it be 
snowmobiling or gift exchanging, 
everyone’s getting active with the 
winter season. 

Say goodbye to the shorts 
weather--and welcome the extra 
layers, scarves, and gloves. The 
cold is approaching, but have no 
fear: our hearts should stay warm 
from our selfless acts and holiday 
cheer. Above, the interactive chalkboard, brought to us by Catherine 

Koetz, is being displayed in the commons area

Here’s a preview of what’s 
inside:
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Q & A1. Where did you go to college?
I had the privilege of attending Concordia University St. Paul.

2. Why did you choose the job that you have?
My mom was a teacher and I grew up in education.  I didn’t want to be bored--and everyday is 
different. I love working with kids. 

3. What are some of the classes you took in college?
 Lots of social studies, language arts, and theology classes. 

4. What jobs did you have before this if any?
Outside of teaching full and part time, I worked 
in retail and social work. 

5. In high school or college, did you participate in any extracurricular activities?(sports, drama, 
choir/band, etc.)

FFA, drama, student council, and Spanish Club, Win with Wellness. 

6. What advice do you have for the students of Beckman Catholic?
Always try your best, learn and do something new everyday, live outside 
your comfort zone, you’re worth it. Blow bubbles in your chocolate milk 
because life gets rough. 

7. What is the most challenging part of your job?
Ensuring that I meet the needs of every student.

Ms. Durr



Q & A
Mrs. Atwater

1. Where did you go to college?
I attended Coe College.

2. Why did you choose the job that you have?
 I knew that I wanted to work with younger people and like to help 

people--and help kids choose colleges.

3. What are some of the classes you took in college?
I took classes like Psychology, Abnormal Psychology, 
And Research Methods.

4. What jobs did you have before this if any?
 I worked at Ronald McDonald House, the Arc, 
and as a substitute teacher. 

5. In high school or college did you participate in any extracurricular activities?(sports, 
drama, choir/band, etc.)
I went out for softball, show choir, and volleyball in both high school and college.

6. What advice do you have for the students at Beckman Catholic?
Always be nice to everyone because you never know what they are going through; 
a smile can go a long way.

7. What is the most challenging part of your job?
Scheduling



Outdoors: 4Snow
In the month of December there are lots of activities 
that involve snow including skiing and snowmobiling 
which are the two topics we are focusing on.  
Snowmobiling takes a good 6 inches of snow, and 
skiing takes some snow and cold weather.  Skiing 
unlike snowmobiling you can make snow for the 
trails. So snowmobilers are looking for more snow in 
the upcoming weeks.

For the topic of skiing we interviewed a local skier 
Landon Recker first we asked him how often do you 
go skiing? he responded “Almost every weekend” 
then we asked him What he likes most about skiing 
he said “ Going off the flat box on Andrews and doing 
as many spins as possible” Next we asked him has 
the weather been good for skiing? Landon said “The 
weather has been good although there has been a 
few rainy days.” Finally we asked him what kind of 
skis do you own he responded “ They are called 
Armada El Rey’s.” 

Snowmobiling!
For the topic of snowmobiling we interviewed Rob Kronlage.  The 
first question we asked him was what do you like most about 
snowmobiling his response was going fast and drag racing.  The 
next question was what is the coolest thing you have done his 
response was, “ when I jumped it 20 feet.”  the next question asked 
was how many times do you go a year, “about 10 times a year.”  
Have you ever gone snowmobiling in the mountains and if no would 
you like to was the question asked he responded slimply “no.”  we 
also asked does your whole family go response was “no.”  the final 
question we asked was what would you rate yourself as a 
snowmobiler 1-10 he responded with 8.

Here is a picture of 
Landon at Steamboat 
Springs Colorado



Teacher 
Spotlight: 5

1. What was your favorite sport as a kid?
I loved playing basketball and baseball, but 
basketball narrowly wins. 
2. Why do you like coaching so much?
It’s about going by the Golden Rule. I want to 
help them in sports the way I would have 
liked to be coached, and I just enjoy 
competition.
3. Why did you become a teacher?
I want to make a difference, and I’m making a 
change--even a ripple effect--by teaching with 
enthusiasm and hard work. 
4. Why did you want to teach English?
It was my worst subject, so I’m motivated to 
make it more enjoyable and easier to 
understand and to use effectively. 
5. What is your favorite hobby besides 
sports?
My favorite hobbies are running, organizing 
stuff, playing games with family, and 
creating. As long as I’m moving, I’ll be happy. 

What is your favorite memory 
of Mr. Broxson?

Keatons favorite memory 
is when Mr. Broxson 
coached our 7th grade 
basketball team. He was a 
great coach.

Trent's favorite 
memory is when 
we talked about 
Dragon Ball Z and 
Goku's 
Kamehameha 
Wave during 
Writing class. 



This Month in History: 6

...
1.Elisabeth- red 
2.Ryan- blue
3.Evan -green
4.Mia- purple
.

Christmas
         We asked 4 people about Christmas.

 What are some of your family 
traditions during Christmas?
1.Got to Grandma's house every year and open 
presents after you eat dinner.
2.Pickle ornament that you put on tree and whoever 
finds it first gets to open the first present
3.Go to family members house 
4.Gift exchange 

What’s your favorite part about 
Christmas?
1.Going to cousins house because doesn't see them 
often
2.Being with family
3.Eat lunch watch football open presents
4.Family
What is one thing you want for 
christmas this year?
1.Dog                                 3.Money for computer
2.Trip to Hawaii            4.Rifle

What is your favorite Christmas 
song?
1.Jingle bells                   3.Jingle Bell Rock
2.Hallelujah                    4.Fales Nadeda         

December Facts:
● There is approximately 25-30 million 

christmas trees sold each year.

● In order for Santa to visit all the homes on 
Christmas Eve, he would have to visit 822 
homes each second. Therefore, he is fake.

● 12th century nuns left socks full of nuts, fruit 
and tangerines at the doors of the poor. This is 
where the tradition of putting tangerines in 
stockings came from.

● Some believe that Jesus was born in a cave and 
not a stable.

● In 1941, Pearl Harbor is attacked by the 
Japanese Navy. This causes the US to enter 
WWII.

● In 1904 The first New Year's Eve celebration 
is held in Times Square



What Matters?: 7What Matters in 8th Grade?

The black board in the commons is a huge hit at 
lunch for all the Beckman students. Everybody loves the 
idea of the chalkboard, and all of the ideas are great. Out of 
all the people we interviewed, they seemed to really like the 
Thanksgiving board. Another one was “If you could go 
anywhere in the world, where would you go?” Catherine 
Koetz is the creator and artist of the chalkboard. Her 
designs are all so creative and unique. The whole school 
seems to like the idea, and all are involved in it. A few 
weeks ago, we had the All systems mass, and after the mass 
Xavier 6th grade students stayed and ate lunch. They got to 
participate in the chalkboard as well. Their question was 
“What are you most excited about for next year at 
Beckman?” They gave many responses and the board was 
full!

We Interviewed Grace Helle, 
Gerti Wall, Evan Domeyer, and 
Catherine Koetz. They gave us very 
good feedback about the blackboard. 
We asked how they liked the idea of the 
blackboard. They all said that it was a 
great idea, and people seem to to really 
like it. Grace said “I think that it starts 
many topics at lunch for the different 
grades. Their favorite topic so far was 
the Thanksgiving topic, where you got 
to write down what you were thankful 
for.” We asked Catherine Koetz, how 
she thought of all her ideas, and she 
said, “I wanted something interactive 
that everyone could do, and the ideas 
just pop into my head.” We also asked 
who taught her how to draw so well. 
She said, “My sister was big into art 
and I wanted to be like her.”

We interviewed Evan Domeyer, Grace 
Helle, Catherine Koetz, and Gerti Wall.

Interviewers- Addi Burlage, Levi Koopman, 
Kate Halverson
Editing-Shelby Pirc, Mia Lemke, Nick 
Wulfekuhle
Article Writers- Libby Knipper, Isaac Westhoff



The winter sports season started off well with a win from 
the JH girls basketball team against Maquoketa. They 
have two games left in the season, but so far they have a 
record of seven losses and four wins. The second team has 
a record of four losses and seven wins. We interviewed 
one person from each team. The Junior High wrestling 
team had a total of seven wrestling meets. Nick 
Wulfekuhle has a record of 16-3, Isaac Barrick has a 
record of 5-3, and Gavin Davis has a record of 12-3.

.

We interviewed some of our students from each 
of the JH Teams.

Why do you like the sport?
Nick- “Conditioning like running, bear-crawls, and a little bit of 
weightlifting.”
Isaac-” I like the meets and how I get to wrestle more than 1 
match a meet.”
Gavin- “It requires a good work ethic and I like doing the ropes.”
Shea- “ I like playing with my friends and competing.”
Grace-  “I like Fred Martin and all the jokes the team has with 
him, like” “If you go to the bathroom, you die”~Lanie Luensman.
What do you eat for breakfast the day of the a competition?
Nick- “2% Milk from Prairie Farms and cereal.”
Isaac- “1% Milk & fruity pebbles.”
Gavin- “An egg sandwich with 2 eggs and cheese.”
Shea- “A blueberry bagel from Sam’s Club (plain) with tap water.”
Grace- “I don’t eat breakfast.”
Why did you start
Nick- “My dad wrestled and so I tried it.”
Isaac- “I needed something to do other than basketball.”
Gavin- “My parents signed me up when I was in kindergarten.”
Shea- “My sister played so I tried it.”
Grace- “I already liked to play basketball.”

By: T. Tauke, A. Hagamen, C. Olberding, L. Luensman,        
E. Sadler, J. Oberbroeckling, & J.P. Grebner.

From left to right: Gavin Davis, Nick Wulfekuhle, Isaac Barrick, Shea Steffen, and Grace Helle



Current Events: 9 Christmas
 In The Making The top 3 Items for this years Christmas Lists 

are the following:
1. iPhone’s they were ranked 1# on the list. 

Apple came out with 3 new iPhones this 
year which gave students more options 
to choose from.

2. Farming Simulator is the newest game 
to come out on PS4, Xbox, and PC. It 
was released November 20, 2018.

3. Clothing such as Nike and Adidas 
became very popular this year.  For 
example Shoes, Sweaters and lots more!

Christmas will be here before you know it, and lots of 
people already know what they want for gifts. We have 
asked the 8th graders what they want for Christmas. 
Here we bring you the most common responses.

Merry Christmas!!!!!
By Grace H, Olivia M, Stephanie C, Abbey 
S, Aiden W, Isaac B, Mason K, Lauren C 

and Adam W.



Reviews: 10

Black Panther
The movie came out on February 16, 2018. The movie is about 
what the nation thinks is a poor country in Africa but is really a 
hidden paradise. Its technology is 30 years in advance than the 
Modern world’s technology. This place is called Wakanda. It is 
led by a great leader who when in battle wears a high tech 
Black Panther outfit, which has super-human abilities. Two 
Foes from Wakanda rise up to try to defeat the king, T’challa, 
when they take his abilities away. The magical country breaks 
into war. T’challa and his country of Wakanda defeat their foes 
and restore the peace.

Some things that we liked is that it always keeps you on the 
edge of your seat and T’challa is always doing something to 
help Wakanda. Another thing is the Wakanda forever sign, 
which T’challa’s warriors do every time they enter her 
presence. We like the fight scenes in the movie especially the 
final battle.
By: Elyse, Ellie, Trista, Molly, Padraig, Ryan, and Luke

This movie came out on December 8, 2017. This movie 
takes place in 1850s in 1860’s This movie is about how this 
guy was always a low class person his whole life. When he 
had a family, it was hard for him to pay taxes, so he wanted 
to change it so he could provide for his kids. He then decided 
to start a circus for all the people who aren't highly privileged. 
At the beginning, it wasn't succeeding but they kept trying to 
prove to people that everyone deserves to get to shine. I 
loved the music I think that it is one of the reasons why the 
movie is such a big hit! I would give it 5 out of 5 stars 
because the storyline keeps the interters always up, and it 
manages to teach people valuable lessons on life.



Brain Teasers: 9

Shelby- What did the dad buffalo 
say to his son when his went off to 
college?

Answer : Bye-son

Abby K.- Why was 6 afraid of 7?
Answer: Because 7,8 (ate),9

Rob- What did the triangle say to the 
circle?

Answer : You’re pointless

Evelyn- What’s brown and sticky?
Answer : A stick

Nate- Why did the cow cross the 
road?

Answer : To go to the movies

Ms. Durr- What did the ocean say to 
the beach?
       Answer: Nothing. It just waved

Brain Teasers!

FUN FACTS:
● The Guinness Book of 

Records holds the record for 
being the book most often 
stolen from Public Libraries

● About 150 people per year 
are killed by coconuts.

● More people are allergic to 
cow’s milk than any other 
food

9 8 7 1 2

2 4 3

4 5 3 1 6

4 8 1 5 9 7

5 7 8 2

7 1 3 6 5

6 5 2 1

1 2 8 9 5 4

5 7 4 6

https://www.livin3.com/50-cool-and-weird-fu
n-facts-that-you-should-know



Brain Teasers
and Memes!

Jordan- What do you get when you mix 
a cow and a smurf?
         Answer- Blue Cheese
Gavin- A guy walked into a bar and got 
a concussion.
         Answer - The guy walked 

into the bar like a pole, 
and not the one adults go to for    
Karaoke Night.

Abby Knepper

Jordan Thier

Shelby Pirc

Nate Offerman

Gavin Davis

Evelyn Sadler

Rob Kronlage


